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There is a second tank, at a short distance to the north,
formed by the excavation of the rock for building materials.
Both of these tanks are now dry.
At 2 miles to the south-west of the village of the Giryek,
and 1 mile from Jarasandba's Tower, there is a natural cavern
in the southern face of the mountain, about 250 feet above
the bed of the Binganga rivulet. This cave, called Gidha-
dwar, is generally believed to communicate with Jarasandha's
Tower ; but an examination with torches proved it to be a
natural fissure running upwards in the direction of the tower,
but only 98 feet in length. The mouth of the cavern is 10 feet
broad and 17 feet high ; but its height diminishes rapidly
towards the end. The cave is filled with bats, and the air
is oppressively warm and disagreeable, which alone is sufficieat
to prove that there is no exit to the cavern, otherwise there
would be a draught of air right through it. Vultures swarm
about the precipitous cliffs of pale grey horn stone, and I
picked up their feathers in the mouth of the cave.
The remains at Giryek, which I have just described,
appear to me to correspond exactly with the accounts given
by Fa-Hian of the ' 'Hill of the Isolated Rock," where Indra
questioned Buddha on forty-two points ; and with that given
by Hwen Thsang of Indra-stiaguha, which refers to the same
story.
The position of Giryek corresponds so exactly, both in
bearing and distance, with that of the hill of Indrasila-guha,
that I feel quite satisfied of their identity. No etymology
has yet been proposed for the name of Giryek ; but it seems
tome not unlikely that it is nothing more than Girj + 0A0,
"one hill/' that is the hill of the isolated rock of Fa-Hian.
Both of the pilgrims mention the cave in the southern
face of the mountain, which corresponds exactly with the
natural cavern Gidha-dwar, which I have already described*
Gidha-dwar, in Sanskrit Gridhradwdr, means the Vulture's